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EDDY COUNTY PRESS RELEASE
October 7, 2020

As of October 7, 2020 Eddy County has 29 active positive COVID-19 cases.  

Due to the rise of COVID-19 cases in Eddy County, the Eddy County Courthouse will be closed to the public until further notice. If you have business at the courthouse that cannot be handled by telephone, email or mail, please call 947-2434 for an appointment.  If you are scheduled for a court appearance, please call 947-2434 ext. 2013 and you will be met at the front door.  A drop box will be placed in the front of the courthouse and checked periodically through the day.  

Please remember to keep wearing masks, washing hands, using hand sanitizer, and social distancing.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has the following information on how to properly wear masks:
· Wash your hands before putting on your mask
· Put it over your nose and mouth and secure it under your chin
· Try to fit it snugly against the sides of your face
· Make sure you can breathe easily
· CDC does not recommend use of masks or cloth masks for source control if they have exhalation valve or vent

CDC gives the following reasons as to where and why a mask should be worn:
· Wear a mask that covers your nose and mouth to help protect others in case you’re infected with COVID-19 but don’t have symptoms
· Wear a mask in public settings when around people who don’t live in your household, especially when it may be difficult for you to stay six feet apart
· Wear a mask correctly for maximum protection
· Don’t put the mask around your neck or up on your forehead
· Don’t touch the mask, and, if you do, wash your hands or use hand sanitizer to disinfect

CDC recommends that masks should have two or more layers of washable, breathable fabric.  Masks should not have exhalation valves or vents.  CDC does not recommend the use of neck gaiters.  The evaluation of this face covering is on going but the effectiveness is unknown at this time.  Please visit www.cdc.gov/coronavirus for more information.

Please remember if a contact tracer contacts you and advises you that you are a close contact, it is very important to follow their recommendations for quarantining. The definition of close contact is an individual who has been within 6 feet of an infected person for a total of 15 minutes during a 24-hour period.  People who have been diagnosed with COVID-19 are required to isolate for at least 10 days, with absence of fever for at least 24 hours and improvement in symptoms.  Please visit https://ndresponse.gov/news/north-dakota-updates-quarantine-guidance-provide-exception-close-contacts-who-were-wearing for information on close contacts and quarantining.

The North Dakota Department of Human Services has announced a temporary Pandemic Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (P-LIHEAP).  This program will provide a one-time $460.00 payment to help with the cost of electric utility bills to qualifying households.  The payment will be paid directly to the electric utility providers. Qualifying households must have participated in the state’s regular heating assistance program through the 2019-2020 heating season.   If you have any questions in regards to the P-LIHEAP please call 701-328-32513 or email dhseap@nd.gov.

Please remember there is a program in North Dakota called Project Renew.  If you are feeling anxious, stressed, worried, sad, depressed, lonely, or frustrated during these times, contact Project Renew at 701-223-1510 or email them at renew@lssnd.org.  Project Renew is here to help by offering free support services and information. Brief support services are free and anonymous to all.  

Thank you and stay safe.

Tiffany Harr
Eddy County PIO
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